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repeal of Corn Laws ia 1846.   This led to the establishment of free
trade in corn in England.

Made England a Free-Trade Country.   By his financial measures,'
and fiscal reforms he made England a free-trade country, improved
her finances and served as an important foundation for the victorious
commercialism of England in the following generation.

Peel a Great Reformer and Administrator. Peel lives in English
history as a great reformer and a great administrator. His success
was solid and very few can lay claim to that service which he render-
ed to his country.

Peel a Great Prime Minister. Peel was a conservative Prime
Minister but had much in common with a modern liberal. He
thoroughly understood the needs of the country and adapted himself
to the "circumstances. He had an open mind for all practical reforms
that would do good to his people. He peferred national interest to
all others and would make any personal sacrifice to achieve the good
of his country. His manifold reforms, his deep interest in the prob-
lems of his country, his untiring efforts to improve the tone of adminis-
tration, his clear-headedness and his most conscientious and selfless,
work as minister entitle him to a place among the great Prime Minis-
ters of England. A wise and cautious reformer, he left a solid record
of his achievements. He was a great statesman in the real sense of
the term.

Q.    (a) "It is at home that Peers greatness lies."   Discuss.

(b) Clearly discuss the merits of Feel as financier. "He was
essentially the minister of business classess." Comment.

(a)  See previous Answer regarding his home policy and finan-
cial reforms.

(b)   See previous Answer for his fiscal reforms or financial mea-
sures.

Q. Sir Robert Peel was "the most liberal of Conservatives
and the most conservative of Liberals." Justify,

It is rightly said of Sir Robert Peel that he was the most liberal
of Conservatives and the most conservative of Liberals. The follow-
ing points will justify the above statement:

Conservatism or Ne\v Toryism. Peel entered Parliament in 18091
and was a Tory by conviction. The Tories had long been in power
and they were against any change and reform. JJut Peel soon reco-
gnised that if Toryism was to survive at all, it must be of the liberal
type, it must adapt itself to the changing circumstances and follow
a programme of good government and advance in the path of pro-
gressive improvement, though soberly and cautiously. Peel was thus
able to give a new conception to Toryism which later on became
known as Conservatism or New Toryism.

His reforms in different capacities throughout his political career,
his attitude towards Catholic Emancipation, the first Reform Act,
repeal of the Corn Laws and his sympathies with Irish grievances